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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Adair County
Population 7,541

Deaths 94

Deaths Investigated 21 (22%)

Autopsies 5 (5%)
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Adams County
Population 3,641

Deaths 49

Deaths Investigated 8 (16%)

Autopsies 2 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Allamakee County
Population 13,926

Deaths 148

Deaths Investigated 32 (22%)

Autopsies 8 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Appanoose County
Population 12,257

Deaths 160

Deaths Investigated 46 (29%)

Autopsies 14 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Audubon County
Population 5,635

Deaths 63

Deaths Investigated 4 (6%)

Autopsies 1 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Benton County
Population 25,691

Deaths 164

Deaths Investigated 57 (35%)

Autopsies 20 (12%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

90%

10%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

Pending
Investigation

53%

29%

12%

6%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Black Hawk County
Population 130,368

Deaths 1,572

Deaths Investigated 869 (55%)

Autopsies 72 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Boone County
Population 26,723

Deaths 239

Deaths Investigated 66 (28%)

Autopsies 18 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

71%

21%

4%

4%

0%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Bremer County
Population 25,081

Deaths 216

Deaths Investigated 59 (27%)

Autopsies 17 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Buchanan County
Population 20,657

Deaths 137

Deaths Investigated 39 (28%)

Autopsies 11 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Buena Vista County
Population 20,771

Deaths 147

Deaths Investigated 27 (18%)

Autopsies 8 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Butler County
Population 14,332

Deaths 138

Deaths Investigated 39 (28%)

Autopsies 9 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Calhoun County
Population 9,915

Deaths 108

Deaths Investigated 20 (19%)

Autopsies 2 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Carroll County
Population 20,692

Deaths 272

Deaths Investigated 45 (17%)

Autopsies 7 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Cass County
Population 13,050

Deaths 181

Deaths Investigated 39 (22%)

Autopsies 12 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Cedar County
Population 18,410

Deaths 146

Deaths Investigated 33 (23%)

Autopsies 5 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Cerro Gordo County
Population 42,706

Deaths 823

Deaths Investigated 176 (21%)

Autopsies 43 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Cherokee County
Population 11,503

Deaths 158

Deaths Investigated 21 (13%)

Autopsies 6 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Chickasaw County
Population 11,887

Deaths 103

Deaths Investigated 24 (23%)

Autopsies 10 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clarke County
Population 9,785

Deaths 136

Deaths Investigated 42 (31%)

Autopsies 19 (14%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

71%

21%

4%

4%

0%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clay County
Population 16,440

Deaths 149

Deaths Investigated 38 (26%)

Autopsies 8 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clayton County
Population 16,998

Deaths 184

Deaths Investigated 37 (20%)

Autopsies 18 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clinton County
Population 46,463

Deaths 516

Deaths Investigated 188 (36%)

Autopsies 35 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2021 Data
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Crawford County
Population 16,193

Deaths 121

Deaths Investigated 22 (18%)

Autopsies 5 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Dallas County
Population 103,796

Deaths 435

Deaths Investigated 114 (26%)

Autopsies 32 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Davis County
Population 9,138

Deaths 56

Deaths Investigated 25 (45%)

Autopsies 3 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Decatur County
Population 7,659

Deaths 74

Deaths Investigated 17 (23%)

Autopsies 6 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Delaware County
Population 17,510

Deaths 157

Deaths Investigated 39 (25%)

Autopsies 13 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Des Moines County
Population 38,491

Deaths 601

Deaths Investigated 153 (25%)

Autopsies 27 (4%)
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Dickinson County
Population 17,851

Deaths 182

Deaths Investigated 35 (19%)

Autopsies 6 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Dubuque County
Population 98,718

Deaths 1,107

Deaths Investigated 258 (23%)

Autopsies 80 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2021 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Emmet County
Population 9,321

Deaths 108

Deaths Investigated 27 (25%)

Autopsies 11 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Fayette County
Population 19,258

Deaths 231

Deaths Investigated 55 (24%)

Autopsies 16 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Floyd County
Population 15,413

Deaths 134

Deaths Investigated 34 (25%)

Autopsies 15 (11%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Franklin County
Population 9,952

Deaths 126

Deaths Investigated 31 (25%)

Autopsies 6 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Fremont County
Population 6,567

Deaths 65

Deaths Investigated 17 (26%)

Autopsies 7 (11%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Greene County
Population 8,717

Deaths 94

Deaths Investigated 20 (21%)

Autopsies 14 (15%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Grundy County
Population 12,347

Deaths 134

Deaths Investigated 26 (19%)

Autopsies 6 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Guthrie County
Population 10,567

Deaths 102

Deaths Investigated 26 (25%)

Autopsies 6 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Hamilton County
Population 14,887

Deaths 154

Deaths Investigated 43 (28%)

Autopsies 16 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Hancock County
Population 10,663

Deaths 116

Deaths Investigated 26 (22%)

Autopsies 7 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Hardin County
Population 16,708

Deaths 188

Deaths Investigated 49 (26%)

Autopsies 8 (4%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Harrison County
Population 14,669

Deaths 155

Deaths Investigated 36 (23%)

Autopsies 16 (10%)
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Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Henry County
Population 20,387

Deaths 201

Deaths Investigated 60 (30%)

Autopsies 15 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Howard County
Population 9,478

Deaths 130

Deaths Investigated 19 (15%)

Autopsies 3 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Humboldt County
Population 9,634

Deaths 80

Deaths Investigated 27 (34%)

Autopsies 8 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2021 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Ida County
Population 6,956

Deaths 84

Deaths Investigated 11 (13%)

Autopsies 2 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Iowa County
Population 16,568

Deaths 166

Deaths Investigated 26 (16%)

Autopsies 6 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Jackson County
Population 19,368

Deaths 206

Deaths Investigated 60 (29%)

Autopsies 8 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Jasper County
Population 37,764

Deaths 282

Deaths Investigated 87 (31%)

Autopsies 20 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Jefferson County
Population 15,647

Deaths 157

Deaths Investigated 54 (34%)

Autopsies 5 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Johnson County
Population 154,748

Deaths 2,242

Deaths Investigated 1,174 (52%)

Autopsies 247 (11%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

87%

13%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

Pending
Investigation

84%

11%

3%

3%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

71%

21%

4%

4%

0%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Jones County
Population 20,805

Deaths 180

Deaths Investigated 64 (36%)

Autopsies 21 (12%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Keokuk County
Population 9,914

Deaths 123

Deaths Investigated 36 (29%)

Autopsies 6 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Kossuth County
Population 14,529

Deaths 155

Deaths Investigated 36 (23%)

Autopsies 16 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Lee County
Population 33,215

Deaths 397

Deaths Investigated 114 (29%)

Autopsies 21 (5%)
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Linn County
Population 228,939

Deaths 2,206

Deaths Investigated 740 (34%)

Autopsies 130 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Louisa County
Population 10,749

Deaths 73

Deaths Investigated 22 (30%)

Autopsies 2 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Lucas County
Population 8,710

Deaths 100

Deaths Investigated 20 (20%)

Autopsies 7 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Lyon County
Population 12,011

Deaths 74

Deaths Investigated 14 (19%)

Autopsies 2 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Madison County
Population 16,773

Deaths 129

Deaths Investigated 35 (27%)

Autopsies 13 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Mahaska County
Population 21,984

Deaths 225

Deaths Investigated 58 (26%)

Autopsies 12 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Marion County
Population 33,380

Deaths 341

Deaths Investigated 75 (22%)

Autopsies 28 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Marshall County
Population 39,853

Deaths 475

Deaths Investigated 217 (46%)

Autopsies 25 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)
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Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

71%

21%

4%

4%

0%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Mills County
Population 14,465

Deaths 79

Deaths Investigated 50 (63%)

Autopsies 12 (15%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Mitchell County
Population 10,555

Deaths 139

Deaths Investigated 30 (22%)

Autopsies 7 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

71%

21%

4%

4%

0%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Monona County
Population 8,574

Deaths 126

Deaths Investigated 26 (21%)

Autopsies 6 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Monroe County
Population 7,610

Deaths 90

Deaths Investigated 21 (23%)

Autopsies 2 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Montgomery County
Population 10,322

Deaths 155

Deaths Investigated 15 (10%)

Autopsies 3 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2021 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Muscatine County
Population 42,688

Deaths 365

Deaths Investigated 354 (97%)

Autopsies 43 (12%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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O'Brien County
Population 14,015

Deaths 138

Deaths Investigated 22 (16%)

Autopsies 5 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Osceola County
Population 6,159

Deaths 79

Deaths Investigated 19 (24%)

Autopsies 9 (11%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Page County
Population 15,197

Deaths 180

Deaths Investigated 43 (24%)

Autopsies 11 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Palo Alto County
Population 8,906

Deaths 128

Deaths Investigated 27 (21%)

Autopsies 8 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Plymouth County
Population 25,650

Deaths 193

Deaths Investigated 37 (19%)

Autopsies 5 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Pocahontas County
Population 7,074

Deaths 92

Deaths Investigated 18 (20%)

Autopsies 8 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Polk County
Population 496,844

Deaths 5,555

Deaths Investigated 1,988 (36%)

Autopsies 337 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Pottawattamie County
Population 93,304

Deaths 1,086

Deaths Investigated 345 (32%)

Autopsies 49 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Poweshiek County
Population 18,586

Deaths 225

Deaths Investigated 46 (20%)

Autopsies 12 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

71%

21%

4%

4%

0%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Ringgold County
Population 4,639

Deaths 98

Deaths Investigated 18 (18%)

Autopsies 2 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Sac County
Population 9,752

Deaths 108

Deaths Investigated 18 (17%)

Autopsies 15 (14%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

95%

5%

Accident

Undetermined

Homicide

Pending
Investigation

Suicide

80%

20%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Scott County
Population 174,170

Deaths 2,001

Deaths Investigated 494 (25%)

Autopsies 126 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Shelby County
Population 11,770

Deaths 127

Deaths Investigated 23 (18%)

Autopsies 5 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Sioux County
Population 35,893

Deaths 223

Deaths Investigated 34 (15%)

Autopsies 16 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Story County
Population 99,472

Deaths 735

Deaths Investigated 168 (23%)

Autopsies 50 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

Pending
Investigation

61%

29%

5%

5%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Tama County
Population 16,867

Deaths 124

Deaths Investigated 39 (31%)

Autopsies 10 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Pending
Investigation

Undetermined

44%

44%

11%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Taylor County
Population 5,868

Deaths 52

Deaths Investigated 9 (17%)

Autopsies 4 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Union County
Population 12,018

Deaths 169

Deaths Investigated 47 (28%)

Autopsies 6 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Van Buren County
Population 7,243

Deaths 78

Deaths Investigated 19 (24%)

Autopsies 4 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Wapello County
Population 35,256

Deaths 380

Deaths Investigated 98 (26%)

Autopsies 20 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Warren County
Population 53,402

Deaths 354

Deaths Investigated 169 (48%)

Autopsies 28 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Washington County
Population 22,491

Deaths 201

Deaths Investigated 61 (30%)

Autopsies 5 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Wayne County
Population 6,508

Deaths 69

Deaths Investigated 18 (26%)

Autopsies 7 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Webster County
Population 37,147

Deaths 556

Deaths Investigated 114 (21%)

Autopsies 29 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Winnebago County
Population 10,656

Deaths 84

Deaths Investigated 26 (31%)

Autopsies 5 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Winneshiek County
Population 19,892

Deaths 165

Deaths Investigated 41 (25%)

Autopsies 11 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Woodbury County
Population 105,607

Deaths 1,363

Deaths Investigated 307 (23%)

Autopsies 47 (3%)
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Target Autopsies 8%
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Worth County
Population 7,385

Deaths 62

Deaths Investigated 17 (27%)

Autopsies 7 (11%)
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Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079
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Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Wright County
Population 12,785

Deaths 158

Deaths Investigated 34 (22%)

Autopsies 7 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,193,079

Deaths 34,006

Deaths Investigated10,727 (32%)

Autopsies 2,168 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 10/01/2024. Report generated 10/30/2024.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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