
County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Adair County
Population 7,431

Deaths 103

Deaths Investigated 28 (27%)

Autopsies 5 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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96%

4%

Accident

Homicide

Suicide

Undetermined

100%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Adams County
Population 3,606

Deaths 48

Deaths Investigated 18 (38%)

Autopsies 7 (15%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

75%

25%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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91%
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Undetermined
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Allamakee County
Population 14,184

Deaths 125

Deaths Investigated 24 (19%)

Autopsies 3 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Appanoose County
Population 12,106

Deaths 136

Deaths Investigated 41 (30%)

Autopsies 12 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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natural /
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Audubon County
Population 5,562

Deaths 64

Deaths Investigated 14 (22%)

Autopsies 2 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Benton County
Population 25,799

Deaths 179

Deaths Investigated 52 (29%)

Autopsies 11 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Black Hawk County
Population 132,348

Deaths 1,513

Deaths Investigated 774 (51%)

Autopsies 102 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Boone County
Population 26,729

Deaths 256

Deaths Investigated 67 (26%)

Autopsies 17 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Bremer County
Population 25,328

Deaths 234

Deaths Investigated 46 (20%)

Autopsies 9 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Buchanan County
Population 20,733

Deaths 162

Deaths Investigated 46 (28%)

Autopsies 17 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Buena Vista County
Population 20,816

Deaths 126

Deaths Investigated 37 (29%)

Autopsies 9 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Butler County
Population 14,156

Deaths 115

Deaths Investigated 20 (17%)

Autopsies 3 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Calhoun County
Population 9,711

Deaths 86

Deaths Investigated 19 (22%)

Autopsies 6 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Carroll County
Population 20,407

Deaths 246

Deaths Investigated 44 (18%)

Autopsies 17 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Cass County
Population 13,024

Deaths 210

Deaths Investigated 30 (14%)

Autopsies 7 (3%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Cedar County
Population 18,231

Deaths 138

Deaths Investigated 32 (23%)

Autopsies 5 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Cerro Gordo County
Population 42,493

Deaths 650

Deaths Investigated 169 (26%)

Autopsies 42 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Cherokee County
Population 11,658

Deaths 176

Deaths Investigated 23 (13%)

Autopsies 3 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Chickasaw County
Population 11,719

Deaths 103

Deaths Investigated 28 (27%)

Autopsies 8 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clarke County
Population 9,524

Deaths 95

Deaths Investigated 33 (35%)

Autopsies 7 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clay County
Population 16,474

Deaths 181

Deaths Investigated 56 (31%)

Autopsies 13 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Clayton County
Population 16,931

Deaths 156

Deaths Investigated 40 (26%)

Autopsies 13 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Clinton County
Population 46,015

Deaths 504

Deaths Investigated 155 (31%)

Autopsies 48 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Crawford County
Population 16,378

Deaths 140

Deaths Investigated 22 (16%)

Autopsies 12 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Dallas County
Population 115,343

Deaths 492

Deaths Investigated 140 (28%)

Autopsies 41 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Davis County
Population 9,193

Deaths 69

Deaths Investigated 21 (30%)

Autopsies 6 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Decatur County
Population 7,656

Deaths 72

Deaths Investigated 23 (32%)

Autopsies 8 (11%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Delaware County
Population 17,609

Deaths 168

Deaths Investigated 40 (24%)

Autopsies 10 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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State of Iowa
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Des Moines County
Population 38,411

Deaths 643

Deaths Investigated 232 (36%)

Autopsies 41 (6%)
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Target Autopsies 8%
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Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Dickinson County
Population 18,158

Deaths 206

Deaths Investigated 43 (21%)

Autopsies 10 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

96%

4%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

56%

44%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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91%

9%
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Undetermined
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Dubuque County
Population 99,242

Deaths 1,128

Deaths Investigated 248 (22%)

Autopsies 89 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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Accident
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Undetermined
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Emmet County
Population 9,162

Deaths 103

Deaths Investigated 24 (23%)

Autopsies 1 (1%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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Suicide

Undetermined
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33%

33%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Fayette County
Population 19,152

Deaths 226

Deaths Investigated 68 (30%)

Autopsies 16 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Floyd County
Population 15,008

Deaths 158

Deaths Investigated 43 (27%)

Autopsies 12 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Franklin County
Population 10,024

Deaths 99

Deaths Investigated 23 (23%)

Autopsies 2 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Fremont County
Population 6,494

Deaths 62

Deaths Investigated 17 (27%)

Autopsies 9 (15%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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20%
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Greene County
Population 8,662

Deaths 65

Deaths Investigated 22 (34%)

Autopsies 9 (14%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Grundy County
Population 12,405

Deaths 146

Deaths Investigated 23 (16%)

Autopsies 7 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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100%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Guthrie County
Population 10,774

Deaths 97

Deaths Investigated 18 (19%)

Autopsies 10 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Hamilton County
Population 14,856

Deaths 135

Deaths Investigated 43 (32%)

Autopsies 19 (14%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Hancock County
Population 10,616

Deaths 114

Deaths Investigated 23 (20%)

Autopsies 10 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Hardin County
Population 16,464

Deaths 174

Deaths Investigated 56 (32%)

Autopsies 18 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Harrison County
Population 14,626

Deaths 163

Deaths Investigated 28 (17%)

Autopsies 9 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Henry County
Population 19,361

Deaths 202

Deaths Investigated 77 (38%)

Autopsies 14 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

94%

6%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

62%

31%

8%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Howard County
Population 9,360

Deaths 106

Deaths Investigated 71 (67%)

Autopsies 8 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

75%

25%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Humboldt County
Population 9,617

Deaths 64

Deaths Investigated 31 (48%)

Autopsies 8 (13%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

88%

13%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

50%

50%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Ida County
Population 6,810

Deaths 95

Deaths Investigated 24 (25%)

Autopsies 7 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

88%

13%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Iowa County
Population 16,423

Deaths 189

Deaths Investigated 42 (22%)

Autopsies 8 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

57%

36%

7%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
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91%

9%

Accident

Suicide
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Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Jackson County
Population 19,390

Deaths 199

Deaths Investigated 53 (27%)

Autopsies 3 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

94%

6%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

58%

42%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Jasper County
Population 38,107

Deaths 313

Deaths Investigated 99 (32%)

Autopsies 28 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

71%

24%

5%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Jefferson County
Population 15,781

Deaths 153

Deaths Investigated 53 (35%)

Autopsies 13 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

69%

31%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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91%
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Accident
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Undetermined
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20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Johnson County
Population 160,080

Deaths 2,052

Deaths Investigated 927 (45%)

Autopsies 261 (13%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

85%

15%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

84%

11%

3%

2%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
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91%

9%

Accident
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Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Jones County
Population 21,116

Deaths 153

Deaths Investigated 48 (31%)

Autopsies 7 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
Pending

82%

18%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

93%

4%

4%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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91%
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20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Keokuk County
Population 9,855

Deaths 116

Deaths Investigated 37 (32%)

Autopsies 15 (13%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
Pending

90%

10%

Accident
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Homicide

Undetermined

58%

33%

8%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Kossuth County
Population 14,408

Deaths 147

Deaths Investigated 142 (97%)

Autopsies 9 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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natural /
Pending

95%

5%

Accident

Suicide
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Lee County
Population 32,376

Deaths 337

Deaths Investigated 126 (37%)

Autopsies 34 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Linn County
Population 231,762

Deaths 2,240

Deaths Investigated 627 (28%)

Autopsies 132 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Louisa County
Population 10,630

Deaths 59

Deaths Investigated 24 (41%)

Autopsies 1 (2%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

80%

20%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Lucas County
Population 8,758

Deaths 100

Deaths Investigated 21 (21%)

Autopsies 10 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Suicide

Accident

Homicide

Undetermined

57%

43%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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91%

9%

Accident
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Undetermined
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4%

3%

20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Lyon County
Population 12,378

Deaths 86

Deaths Investigated 17 (20%)

Autopsies 6 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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94%

6%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

60%
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Madison County
Population 17,161

Deaths 86

Deaths Investigated 26 (30%)

Autopsies 14 (16%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

85%

15%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

69%

15%

15%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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91%
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Undetermined
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Mahaska County
Population 22,034

Deaths 244

Deaths Investigated 61 (25%)

Autopsies 19 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Suicide

Accident

Homicide

Undetermined

56%

38%

6%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Marion County
Population 34,048

Deaths 362

Deaths Investigated 98 (27%)

Autopsies 22 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Marshall County
Population 40,392

Deaths 432

Deaths Investigated 211 (49%)

Autopsies 24 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
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91%

9%

Accident

Suicide
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Undetermined

74%

18%

8%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Mills County
Population 14,717

Deaths 78

Deaths Investigated 41 (53%)

Autopsies 9 (12%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
Pending

92%

8%

Accident
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Undetermined

67%

17%

17%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Mitchell County
Population 10,632

Deaths 139

Deaths Investigated 26 (19%)

Autopsies 9 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
Pending
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Accident
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Homicide

Undetermined

57%

29%

14%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Monona County
Population 8,429

Deaths 150

Deaths Investigated 30 (20%)

Autopsies 12 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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Undetermined
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Monroe County
Population 7,373

Deaths 71

Deaths Investigated 19 (27%)

Autopsies 4 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Montgomery County
Population 10,063

Deaths 150

Deaths Investigated 46 (31%)

Autopsies 14 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Muscatine County
Population 42,132

Deaths 340

Deaths Investigated 340 (100%)

Autopsies 35 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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O'Brien County
Population 14,260

Deaths 139

Deaths Investigated 32 (23%)

Autopsies 9 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Osceola County
Population 6,036

Deaths 60

Deaths Investigated 13 (22%)

Autopsies 6 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

50%

50%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Page County
Population 15,038

Deaths 183

Deaths Investigated 49 (27%)

Autopsies 15 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

94%

6%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

73%

18%

9%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Palo Alto County
Population 8,809

Deaths 109

Deaths Investigated 29 (27%)

Autopsies 10 (9%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

94%

6%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

67%

33%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Plymouth County
Population 25,825

Deaths 227

Deaths Investigated 52 (23%)

Autopsies 12 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

89%

11%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

72%

16%

8%

4%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Pocahontas County
Population 7,006

Deaths 68

Deaths Investigated 14 (21%)

Autopsies 4 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

97%

3%

Accident

Homicide

Suicide

Undetermined

100%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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Undetermined
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Polk County
Population 516,185

Deaths 5,145

Deaths Investigated 2,052 (40%)

Autopsies 520 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

89%

11%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

75%

18%

4%

3%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Pottawattamie County
Population 93,529

Deaths 978

Deaths Investigated 345 (35%)

Autopsies 55 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

66%

26%

4%

3%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Poweshiek County
Population 18,454

Deaths 187

Deaths Investigated 35 (19%)

Autopsies 18 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

94%

6%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

67%

33%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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Undetermined
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20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Ringgold County
Population 4,608

Deaths 75

Deaths Investigated 12 (16%)

Autopsies 4 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

96%
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Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

67%

33%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Sac County
Population 9,533

Deaths 109

Deaths Investigated 25 (23%)

Autopsies 14 (13%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
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93%

7%

Accident
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Undetermined
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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20%
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Scott County
Population 175,601

Deaths 1,960

Deaths Investigated 477 (24%)

Autopsies 107 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
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natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Shelby County
Population 11,821

Deaths 137

Deaths Investigated 27 (20%)

Autopsies 7 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Sioux County
Population 36,554

Deaths 229

Deaths Investigated 31 (14%)

Autopsies 10 (4%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.



County Medical Examiner Snapshot
2024 Data

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Story County
Population 102,498

Deaths 712

Deaths Investigated 173 (24%)

Autopsies 47 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)
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INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Tama County
Population 16,738

Deaths 160

Deaths Investigated 50 (31%)

Autopsies 10 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Taylor County
Population 5,825

Deaths 40

Deaths Investigated 14 (35%)

Autopsies 4 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

95%

5%

Accident

Homicide

Suicide

Undetermined

50%

50%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Union County
Population 11,955

Deaths 115

Deaths Investigated 38 (33%)

Autopsies 11 (10%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

63%

25%

13%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Van Buren County
Population 7,217

Deaths 91

Deaths Investigated 25 (27%)

Autopsies 7 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

95%

5%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

40%

40%

20%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Wapello County
Population 35,681

Deaths 373

Deaths Investigated 122 (33%)

Autopsies 26 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

68%

16%

8%

8%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Warren County
Population 56,343

Deaths 350

Deaths Investigated 224 (64%)

Autopsies 16 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

95%

5%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

65%

29%

6%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Washington County
Population 22,631

Deaths 232

Deaths Investigated 60 (26%)

Autopsies 15 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

93%

7%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

88%

12%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Wayne County
Population 6,622

Deaths 56

Deaths Investigated 19 (34%)

Autopsies 4 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

95%

5%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

67%

33%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Webster County
Population 36,909

Deaths 475

Deaths Investigated 123 (26%)

Autopsies 32 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

90%

10%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

70%

20%

11%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Winnebago County
Population 10,383

Deaths 65

Deaths Investigated 19 (29%)

Autopsies 8 (12%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

89%

11%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

71%

29%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Winneshiek County
Population 19,723

Deaths 165

Deaths Investigated 47 (28%)

Autopsies 12 (7%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

80%

20%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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Pending

91%
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Accident
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Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Woodbury County
Population 107,257

Deaths 1,079

Deaths Investigated 263 (24%)

Autopsies 53 (5%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

91%

9%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

59%

30%

5%

5%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements

Natural
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natural /
Pending

91%
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Accident

Suicide
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Undetermined

73%

20%

4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

Worth County
Population 7,307

Deaths 61

Deaths Investigated 24 (39%)

Autopsies 9 (15%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

82%

18%

Accident

Suicide

Undetermined

Homicide

73%

18%

9%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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4%

3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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Wright County
Population 12,729

Deaths 162

Deaths Investigated 47 (29%)

Autopsies 10 (6%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
 *  Per NAME requirements

Natural

Non-
natural /
Pending

89%

11%

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Undetermined

72%

17%

6%

6%

All Manners of Death Non-natural / Pending Manners of Death

State of Iowa
Population 3,241,488

Deaths 32,471

Deaths Investigated10,711 (33%)

Autopsies 2,486 (8%)

Target Investigations * 20%

Target Autopsies 8%
*  Per NAME requirements
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3%

20%
DEATHS

INVESTIGATED

Approximately 1% of the population dies each year. The National Association of Medical
Examiners requires at least 20% of these deaths be reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office for
investigation. Deaths falling under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner include those that are
unexpected, due to injury, or are outside the presence of a physician. A thorough medicolegal
death investigation is crucial in providing closure for families, preventing future deaths, and
gathering evidence for potential legal proceedings.

8%
AUTOPSIES

Slightly more than 8% of all deaths will have a forensic autopsy, which is a postmortem
examination of a decedent whose death falls under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner. A
forensic autopsy is a component of the medicolegal death investigation that can be utilized to
identify the decedent, assist in determining the cause and manner of death, identify additional
factors that contributed to death, collect evidence to be used in criminal and civil trials, identify
natural diseases that may affect family members, and provide further information that can help the
decedent’s family process their grief.

Abc

Source data last updated 09/03/2025. Report generated 09/24/2025.
Data Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Health Statistics.
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